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679 July 9, 1897 

a Japanese woman on board was found to be suffering from plague, 
dying that evening. So far no other case is reported, but the authori- 
ties have put quarantine into operation as regards the China ports 
affected, viz, Swatow, Poochow, and Amoy, as well as the Formosan 
ports, a measure that, in my opinion, should have been taken some time 
ago. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuaet Eldeidge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Yokohama, June 12, 1897. 
SiE : I regret to have to inform you that the Japanese Official Gazette, 
of last evening, reports that yesterday 2 cases of plague occurred in the 
quarantine station at Nagasaki, being derived from the case landed from 
Japanese steamship Fukuoka Maru, arriving at Nagasaki from Formosa on 
the 4th instant, which I have already reported to you. 

The fact that the new cases appeared on the seventh day alter the only 
possible exposure to contagion, for the Formosan patient died and was 
immediately disposed of on the 4th, is not without interest, considering 
the tendency, in certain quarters, to place the incubation period of 
plague at seven days or less. Professor Kitasato, among others, takes, 
I believe, this ground, and, under his advice, the time of incubation 
officially recognized by the Japanese quarantine service is seven days. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuaet Eldeidge, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. R. 8. 

Sanitary report from Yokohama. 

Yokohama, June 9, 1897. 

SlE: I have the honor to forward herewith my regular report of 
infectious disease in Japan for period May 31 to June 8, inclusive. In 
so doing, I would invite attention to the further decline of the epidemic 
of smallpox, which is now severe only in the Ken of Nagasaki, almost 
the last province attacked. In view of this improvement and of the 
fact that during the past month but 6 cases of and 1 death from small- 
pox have occurred in Yokohama and its neighborhood and that Tokyo 
is almost or quite free from this disease, the consul-general of the United 
States has deemed it wise to discontinue from this date the disinfection 
of the persons and effects of the steerage passengers embarking at this 
port, with the exception of those coming from the city of Osaka and 
the Kens of Nagasaki, Niigata, Oita, and Tokushima, the regulations 
confining the enforcement of such precautions to times of epidemic. 
The continuance of the practice of vaccination of passengers and, when 
required, of crew before sailing is, however, urged upon the steamship 
companies as a precaution of the highest value to themselves as well as 
to the protective system of the United States. 

The case of plague returned from Nagasaki is that concerning which 
I reported by the Tacoma mail of the 7th instant, as having arrived 
from Formosa, at that port, on June 4, and dying the same day. So 
far it appears to have been successfully handled. 

Of the 53 cases of plague reported from Formosa, 41 occurred at 
Tainan, 6 at Taihoku, and 6 at Taichiu. The total number of cases, 
from the outbreak of the disease until the 5th instant, is given as 451, 
a number which should, undoubtedly, be more than doubled to arrive 
at an approximate estimate of the actual severity of the epidemic. 



July 9, 1897 



680 



I may add that I have unquestionable information of the presence of 
plague in Macao to the extent of 10 to 20 cases per diem, of its appear- 
ance at Hongkong, and its existence, to an undetermined degree, at the 
ports of Amoy, Swatow, and Fooehow, at the two latter being unde- 
niably epidemic. 

The Japanese quarantine regulations have gone into effect as regards 
vessels coming from Shanghai and all ports in China to the south of 
that city. 

Should plague obtain a foothold in Japan the regulations will be 
immediately, and as stringently as possible, enforced upon all vessels 
sailing for United States ports. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldeidge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M, B. 8. 

[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious disease in Japan, May SI to June 8, 1897, 



Locality. 



Kioto Fu 

Osaka Fu 

Tokyo Pu 

AiohiKen 

AkltaKen 

Awomori Ken 

Chiba Ken 

Fukui Ken 

Fukuoka Ken 

Fakusbima Ken 

Gifu Ken 

Gumma Ken 

fiiogo Ken 

Hirosliiina Ken 

Ibaraki Keit 

Ishikawa Ken 

Iwate Ken 

Kagawa Ken. 

Kagoshima Ken 

Kana^awa Ken (Yokohama).. 

Kochi Ken 

KumamotoKen 

Miyagi Ken 

Miyazaki Ken 

Miye Ken 



Smallpox. 



Cages'. Deaths. 



24 



Locality. 



Nagano Ken 

Nagasaki Ken * 

Nara Ken 

Niigata Ken 

Oita Ken 

Okayama Ken 

Okinawa Ken 

Saga Ken 

Saitama Ken 

Shidzuoka Ken 

Shiga Ken 

Shimane Ken 

TochiKiKen 

Tokushiraa Ken 

Tottori Ken 

Toyama Ken 

Wakayama Ken 

YaniagataKen 

Yainaji;uchi Ken 

YanianashiKen 

Yehime Ken 

The Hokkaido 

Taiwan (Formosa) . 



Smallpox. 



Cases. Deaths. 



1 

2 
12 
10 
24 

(t) 



Totals.. 



17 
18 



1 

19 
3 
1 



172 



* One case of plague ; 1 death, f Fifty-three cases of plague ; no report as to deaths. 



MEXICO. 

Yellow fever in Vera Cruz. 

Vera Ceuz, Mexico, June 29, 1897. 
Sir : I have to report 2 deaths from yellow fever, one in the British 
consulate, the othet in the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, both of malig- 
nant type. 

Very respectfully, Charles Schaefer, 

United States Consul. 



